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Santa Cruz County Democratic Party 
Endorsement Questionnaire for the Primary 
Election 2024 


Must be completed and submitted no later than December 1, 2023 at 5 PM. 
Santa Cruz County Democrats, PO Box 7763, Santa Cruz, 95061, 
or by email: endorsements@cruzdcc.groups.io 


The Santa Cruz County Democratic Central Committee will be considering endorsing eligible Democrats 
who have qualified to appear on the ballot in the Primary Election on March 5, 2024 for both contested and 
uncontested positions. In order to be eligible, a candidate must be a registered Democrat for at least three 
months prior to the final filing date for that candidate's race in this election. An endorsement by us 
automatically carries an endorsement by the California Democratic Party. 


All eligible candidates who wish to be considered for endorsement are invited to complete our Candidate 
Endorsement Questionnaire and return a copy electronically (1) via Google Forms, or (2) by email to 
endorsements@cruzdcc.groups.io no later than December 1, 2023 at 5 PM, or (3) by USPS Mail 
postmarked no later than November 27th, to arrive by December 1, 2023 to Santa Cruz County Democratic 
Central Committee, PO Box 7763, Santa Cruz, CA 95061. Due to recently implemented USPS delays, we 
encourage an electronic reply. 


Thank you for submitting your questionnaire. We look forward to hearing from you at our Endorsement 
Forum on December 13, 2023 at 7 PM at LOCATION TBD 


Questions: Please email us at endorsements@cruzdcc.groups.io 


Email * 


davidtannaci@gmail.com l ee 


Candidate Name * 


sA 121 e ne ene ee et 
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Candidate Phone Number * 


ae ee 


Candidate Email * 


davidtannaci@gmail.com 


Preferred Mailing Address * 


TAa Eoad a LS Ua A OT ro re ee eee ee eee eee eee 


Preferred Phone Number * 


ig hc ee E EEEE 


Name of Campaign Committee and FPPC * 


Campaign Website * 


tannaciforsantacruz.com 


Social Media * 


tannaciforsantacruz 
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Candidate headshot for future use should candidate be endorsed 


À IMG_6036 - Davi... 


What are the approximate years you have been registered as Democrat in Santa Cruz County? * 


5 


Have you been registered in another county? If so, in what county were you registered and how 
long were you registered? 


o A e a 


Describe your involvement with the Democratic Party in the local, state, or national level over the * 
past few years. 


Being an active voter, supporter, and organizer 


List the 10 organizational or personal endorsements of your candidacy that you consider tobe * 
the most important or most representative of your campaign (Please separate each 
endorsement with a semicolon). 


SEIU; Monterey Bay Central Labor Council; Sc for Bernie; Sandy Brown, Santa Cruz City Councilmember; 
Bruce Van Allen; Jeffrey Smedberg; Nora Roberts; Celeste Gutierrez, Peter Eubank and Lorraine Eubank 
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Briefly describe the aspects of your background and experiences that indicate your i 
qualifications for the office you seek. 


lama highly qualified candidate for Santa Cruz City Council, bringing a diverse background that includes 
experiences in food service, education, child development, healthcare, construction, and wildlife biology. My 
current role at the City of Santa Cruz Water Department has given me hands-on experience in managing 
essential resources, addressing climate challenges, and understanding city growth. As a biologist, | possess 
a deep understanding of environmental justice and sustainability, crucial for our community and planning for 
the future . My commitment to preserving the environment, advocating for working families, addressing 
housing issues, and promoting inclusion underscores my dedication to making Santa Cruz a sustainable, 
dynamic, and prosperous community for all. 
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What are the top five major issues facing this office? (Please label each one and briefly i 
describe. Separate each with a semicolon). 


Housing First Policy: 

Setting aside the humanitarian right to have shelter we start with recognizing the pressing need for 
preventative housing within our community. We must implement preventive measures such as eviction 
protection and affordable housing initiatives to stop individuals and families from becoming homeless in 
the first place. We know stable housing is critical in addressing the root causes of the crisis in our 
community. Stable shelter can come in many forms ranging from safe parking programs to temporary 
shelters and longer term brick and mortar housing options. In a safe space with reliability we have the 
opportunity to meet the needs with wraparound services including mental health support, addiction 
treatment, document keeping, and job training. Critical to the unhoused is the support, compassion, and 
empathy of our sheltered neighbors. By creating opportunities for community engagement we can build 
creative solutions as well as understanding. 

Affordable Housing: 

Our need for housing, specifically the prioritization of affordable housing at all income levels, will require 
building partnerships with public and private agencies and developers. Generating housing stability now for 
generations to come will benefit our community by fostering economic and social diversity in 
neighborhoods, creating opportunities for working families to grow in our community, and supporting our 
most vulnerable populations like seniors, veterans, and those with disabilities. Advocating for Tenant 
protections to eliminate unjust evictions and displacement while utilizing inclusionary zoning policies and 
community land trusts will further increase the ability for our communities to maintain diversity and 
accessibility for all of us; 

Environmental Stewardship: 

We know climate change must be addressed with long term planning and immediate action. Our choices 
now will directly affect the next generation and there is never a better time to start than today. As our rain 
cycle shifts towards greater variability and intensity our need to develop and maintain our water system to 
be resilient in the face of change is paramount. Addressing storm water pollution prevention and 
sustainable energy applications decreases the loads we place on our local marine and riparian environment. 
Supporting system-wide solutions like Aquifer Storage and Recharge, rain catchment and grey water 
applications, and reclaimed water distribution pipelines, and adopting appendix M of California Plumbing 
Code provides our community with flexibility and resilience moving towards the future. Accessibility can be 
addressed by structuring our utility rates with equity at the forefront and providing solar installations to low- 
income households. 

To develop our next generation of stewards it starts with awe and understanding from a young age. We 
must develop and maintain educational outreach programs fostering interest and fascination in our local 
diverse ecosystems. Learning the value and beauty of our watersheds fosters appreciation and protection 
as well as a connection to our unique habitats, plants, and creatures; 

Protected Bike-transit Infrastructure: 

We must develop safe routes for bike commuting and enjoyment. Continuing our rebate program 
encouraging bike and E-bike transit for downtown workers, expanding the County’s buffered bike lane 
project along Soquel, and completion of the city’s segments of the Rail Trail are steps to ensure safe and 
enjoyable transit routes while minimizing our carbon footprint. 

Community Engagement: 

Establish regular community forums and engage with residents to gather input on their priorities. This 
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ensures that decisions are informed by the unique needs and concerns of the people in my district, 


In 2022, voters overwhelming voted against the Greenway initiative (Measure D). However, there * 
are still concerns about the likelihood of the rail trail being built and the environmental impacts it 
could cause. Please explain your position on the rail trail and public transportation in our 
community. 


My position on the rail trail and public transportation in our community is rooted in a commitment to equity 
and environmental sustainability. 

Firstly, my vote against Measure D was driven by the belief that we need a diverse range of transportation 
options to adequately address the needs of our community. | recognize the challenges faced by residents 
who commute from our broader community and public transportation is a vital aspect of addressing this 
equity issue; ensuring that individuals from various backgrounds have accessible and efficient means of 
commuting. 

Regarding the Greenway initiative (Measure D), | acknowledge that voters overwhelmingly rejected it in 
2022. | want to ensure we minimize the environmental impacts of the proposed rail trail. As a candidate for 
Santa Cruz City Council, my approach is to carefully evaluate the potential consequences of each section as 
well as facilitate the completion of the sections running through town. 

By providing efficient transportation options we safeguard our environment and our future. Advocating for 
the development of housing along transit corridors minimizes our carbon footprint and provides access to 
sustainable transit options in our community. 

In summary, my stance emphasizes the importance of a comprehensive transportation strategy that 
considers equity, environmental impact, and community well-being. | am dedicated to exploring alternatives 
that address these concerns while promoting a sustainable and accessible public transportation system in 
Santa Cruz. 


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/10UokJ202rqQceRKSqFbChwORolFqRifGVjX4w9hsXyg/edit#response=AC Y DBNhwmXtBJ-XTKZmvPSNciAAsXHf8TUJqJm... 6/11 


12/6/23, 8:10 PM Santa Cruz County Democratic Party Endorsement Questionnaire for the Primary Election 2024 


Housing is still among the top issues in the county. Many residents are rent-burdened and find it * 
difficult to gain the generational wealth that previous generations have been able to build. How 
will you address housing issues in your district and the county overall? 


Addressing housing issues is a top priority for me, recognizing the significant challenges residents face, 
including rent burden and the difficulty in building generational wealth. Here's how | plan to approach 
housing issues: 

Affordable Housing Initiatives: 

Advocate for and support the development of affordable housing projects to increase the availability of 
affordable homes for residents. This includes working with local developers, non-profit organizations, and 
government agencies to create housing options that cater to various income levels. 

Tenant Protections: 

Strengthen tenant protections to ensure fair and just housing practices. This may involve advocating for 
just-cause eviction policies, and other tenant rights to provide stability and security for renters. 
Community Engagement: 

Engage with the community through town hall meetings, surveys, and other forums to understand their 
specific housing concerns and gather input on potential solutions. Community involvement is crucial for 
developing policies that truly reflect the needs of the residents. 

Incentives for Affordable Housing Developers: 

Implement policies that provide incentives for developers to prioritize affordable housing projects. This 
could include tax incentives, expedited permitting processes, and other measures to encourage the private 
sector to contribute to the affordable housing stock. 

Collaboration with Non-profit Organizations: 

Collaborate with non-profit organizations and community groups dedicated to affordable housing. 
Partnering with these organizations can enhance the effectiveness of initiatives and bring valuable 
community input into the decision-making process. 

Inclusive Zoning Policies: 

Review and update zoning policies to promote inclusivity and diversity in housing options. This may involve 
allowing for a mix of housing types in various neighborhoods, encouraging higher density in appropriate 
areas, and ensuring that zoning policies align with the goal of affordable housing. 
Transportation-Oriented Development: 

Explore opportunities for transit-oriented development that integrates housing with public transportation. 
This approach can not only address housing needs but also contribute to sustainable urban planning. 

By addressing housing issues through a comprehensive approach, | am committed to working towards a 
Santa Cruz where residents have access to affordable, stable housing, and where the community as a whole 
can be a part of what makes us a dynamic city. 
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How will you ensure that the County's (or City’s) infrastructure (such as water, electricity, roads) * 
are maintained equitably in your district? 


As a candidate for Santa Cruz City Council with a diverse background in the Water Department, | am 
committed to ensuring equitable maintenance of the city's infrastructure in my district. Here's how | plan to 
address this crucial aspect: 

Equitable Resource Allocation: 

Advocate for a fair and transparent system of resource allocation to ensure that all neighborhoods, 
including those in my district, receive their fair share of funding for infrastructure maintenance. This 
includes water, electricity, and road projects. 

Needs Assessment and Priority Setting: 

Conduct a thorough needs assessment in collaboration with community members to identify areas with the 
greatest infrastructure needs. By involving residents in the decision-making process, we can prioritize 
projects that directly impact their lives. 

Community Engagement: 

Establish regular community forums and engage with residents to gather input on infrastructure priorities. 
This ensures that decisions are informed by the unique needs and concerns of the people in my district, 
promoting inclusivity and agency in the decision-making process. 

Equity in Maintenance Planning: 

Work with city planners and relevant departments to develop maintenance plans that prioritize historically 
underserved areas. This may involve targeted investment in neighborhoods that have been overlooked in the 
past to address existing disparities. 

Accessibility and Mobility: 

Prioritize improvements in transportation infrastructure, including roads and public transit, to enhance 
accessibility and mobility for all residents. This is particularly crucial for ensuring that every part of the 
district has safe routes to essential services. 

Sustainable Infrastructure Practices: 

Advocate for and implement sustainable infrastructure practices to ensure long-term benefits for the 
community. This includes incorporating green infrastructure, renewable energy sources, and water 
conservation measures into maintenance and development plans. 

Collaboration with Utility Providers: 

Collaborate closely with utility providers to address issues related to water, sewer, and sanitation. This 
involves fostering strong partnerships with these entities to streamline maintenance efforts and promptly 
address any concerns raised by residents and the operators. 

Equity Impact Assessments: 

Introduce equity impact assessments for infrastructure projects to evaluate how different communities may 
be affected. This ensures that projects are designed and implemented with a keen awareness of potential 
disparities and that corrective measures are taken as needed. 

Advocacy for Grant Funding: 

Actively pursue grant opportunities at the county and state levels to supplement local funds for 
infrastructure maintenance. This can enhance the capacity to address critical needs, especially in areas that 
may face financial constraints. Being a champion for our future infrastructure means supporting Rail Trail, 
continuation of Soquel Buffered Bike Lanes, and expanding multi-modal paths and safe routes to schools 
and work. 

By implementing these strategies, | am dedicated to promoting equitable infrastructure maintenance in my 
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What steps will you take towards having a climate resiliency and mitigation plan in place to X 
ensure the safety of all the residents with equity in mind? 


As a candidate for Santa Cruz City Council with a background in the water department and Ecology, | am 
committed to implementing a comprehensive climate resiliency and mitigation plan that prioritizes the 
safety of all living residents, our non-human counterparts included. With a strong emphasis on equity here 
are the steps | will take: 

Conduct a Climate Vulnerability Assessment: 

Initiate a thorough assessment of the community's vulnerability to climate change. This involves identifying 
areas at risk of flooding, wildfires, and other climate-related hazards to understand the specific challenges 
faced by residents. 

Community Engagement and Equity Assessment: 

Engage with the community through town hall meetings, surveys, and workshops to ensure that the climate 
plan reflects the concerns and needs of all residents, particularly those in vulnerable and marginalized 
communities. Conduct an equity assessment to identify and address disparities in climate impacts. 
Collaborate with Environmental Experts: 

Leverage my background and work in Ecology and experience in the Water Department to collaborate with 
environmental experts, scientists, and local organizations to develop a scientifically sound and effective 
climate resiliency plan. 

Integrate Water Management Strategies: 

Utilize my expertise from the Water Department to integrate sustainable water management strategies, such 
as water conservation, reclaimed system development, Aquifer Storage and Recharge, and protection of 
biotic resources, to expand our resiliency. 

Renewable Energy Promotion: 

Advocate for and implement policies that promote the transition to renewable energy sources. This includes 
supporting initiatives for solar energy, wind power, and other sustainable energy alternatives to reduce the 
carbon footprint of the community. 

Green Infrastructure Development: 

Promote the development of green infrastructure, including green spaces, urban forests, and permeable 
surfaces, and water reclamation to enhance the city's resilience to climate change while providing additional 
benefits such as improved air quality, open spaces, and community well-being. 

Emergency Preparedness and Response: 

Develop and enhance emergency preparedness and response plans to address the immediate impacts of 
climate-related events. We know that management of our Wildland Urban Interfaces is critical in addressing 
our fire resiliency. 

Incorporate Climate Education and Outreach: 

Implement educational programs to raise awareness about climate change and resilience strategies within 
the community. This includes outreach efforts to inform residents about the importance of individual and 
collective actions in mitigating climate impacts. 

Policy Advocacy at Regional and State Levels: 

Advocate for climate-resilient policies at both regional and state levels. Collaborate with neighboring 
jurisdictions to create a cohesive approach to climate change mitigation and resilience. 

Regular Monitoring and Adaptation: 

Establish a framework for regular monitoring and assessment of the climate resiliency plan. This includes 
adapting strategies based on evolving climate science and feedback from ongoing community engagement. 
By taking these steps, | aim to ensure that Santa Cruz not only addresses the challenges posed by climate 
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change but does so in a way that prioritizes the safety and well-being of all residents, with a strong 
commitment to equity and inclusivity. 


Please provide an example of when and how input and/or evidence has convinced you to x 
override your initial opinion on a public policy issue? 


We start our paths to truth in matters with our hearts. We know what is right and we translate this to public 
policy through logic and evidence based assessments. Evidence and experience have always been the most 
effective tools to address public policy decisions. By bringing diverse backgrounds and voices to the 
conversation we can develop better questions to get at the heart of the matters and lean on the work of 
experts to help us understand the implications, benefits, and costs of our decisions. 


This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google. 


Google Forms 
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